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Office Memorandum • united states government 

TO : Assistant Director, P, & E date:18 February 1948 

FROM : Chief, Far Eaat/Paoific Branch - t 4 

SUBJECT: Additional information on Forth Korea developments ! 

1* Confirming our conversation yesterday afternoon, I gave you this 
summary of recent developments in North Korea for your use in replying to General 
Wright* s inquiry: 

a* On 7 and 8 February, the North Korean radio at Pyongyang m&de 
these two announoerients- in the name of the North Korea People* s 
Council (the legislative organ) and Committee (the executive organ) 

(1) The NKP Council has completed a draft constitution for Corea,, 

to be adopted by Council in mid-March after public consider- 
ation and disc iron ion ? * i 

(2) Establishment of the Korean Peopled Army was proclaimed and 
that Army* s demonstration in Pyongyang was described in 
dramatic, inf -laamoatory language* 

b* The above announcements were, on the surface , completely Korean— 
inspired; there mm no hint that the USSR Trad openly engineered or 
endorsed them* (CIA wa® fully aware, as witness our current 
reporting and predictions, that these moves were pending and that 
the USSR was pulling practically all the strings behind scenes • ) 

It was believed extremely iisportant that both Army and draft 
constitution applied to Korea as a whole, not just North Korea# 

$ 

c* US news correspondents jumped on the two announcements and |milt 
rather, sensational news items around them# While we were mot 
absolutely sure as of yesterday afternoon, it looked like mteh 
of their supplementary information and estimates wsre gained; from 
discussions with Hodge or -hie advisers# t 

d. According to iiP, we pointed out, broadcasts said the regime would 
one day embrace all Korea, with Seoul as its capital # rI Vie agreed 
to the first part of this, although the newsmen were premature in 
calling it a tf regime'* since the constitution had not been adopted 
as they claimed; as bo the reference to Seoul, we suspected that 
this was an interpolation by the newsmen* 

e* Since the time of the Worth Korean announcements, about the only 
reporting on developments ; in that zone transmitted by General 
Hodge 1 s es tablishfnent was a confirmation of the Army demonstrations 
in Pyongyang, as witnessed by the US liaison officer there# (This 
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should not be regarded as a reporting deficiency* Hodge’s people 
have long been forecasting these developments and both their and 
our estimates have advanced far beyond the present events#) 

2# The following additional information has been received by FS/p since 
the opening of business this morning: 

a* According to FBIB, the Morth Korean radio broadcast the full text 
of the "Draft of proxasional constitution of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea*" The following points are noteworthy: 

(1) Article 101 reads: "Seoul shall be the capital of the Democratic 
Peoples Republic of Korea* However, pending the formation of a 
united government, Pyongyang shall be the capital*" 

(2) The framework of the draft constitution, and of the govern- 
mental structure provided by it, is completely of Soviet flavor. 
It looks like that of a miniature Soviet republic* 

(3) There is no territorial limitation in the draft constitution; 
it thus would cover any part of Korea that subsequently is 
incorporated into the "Democratic People’s Republic of* Korea*" 

b* According to a 16 February telegram from US Political Adviser Jacobs 
in Seoul, Hoag© did in fact have an informal press conference with 
US news correspondents # Hodge noted as "very significant events " the 
establishment of the. "Peoples Army of Korea 1 * and the publication of 
a "constitution of all Korea," and clearly implied that these were 
not in accordance with the spirit or letter of international agree- 
ments* Hodge also termed "interesting" the constitution’s "designa- 
tion of Seoul as the Korean capital* He added, with referdnce to 
the Army, that (a) its creation "has been going on for man^ months," 
(b) "we have ample information that this Army is equipped ilith Soviet 
equipment," and (c) "creation of this Army is certainly a Violation 
of the Moscow decision*" * 
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Captain, USN 

Chief, Far East/pacific Branch 
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Assistant Director, S & 1 ** February 1948 

Chief, Per Baet/Pacifio Brenoh 

Additional information on iorth Korea developments 


• 1, Confirming our converts tion yesterday afternoon, I gave yon this 

summary of reoent development* in forth Korea for your use in replying to General 
Wright** inquiry* 

a. On 7 and 8 February, the forth Korean radio at Pyongyang mad# 
the *e two announoefeipt* in tie name of the forth Korea People* e 
Council (the legislative organ) and Committee (the executive organ) 

(1) The IBP Council hae completed a draft oomstitotioa for Koyp.a, 
t» he adopted by Council in mid-March after puhlio oonelder- 
&%lop an d (Uffuifip) 

(t) Establishment of the Korean People *e Army me proclaimed and 
Ihat Army** lomfnetratien In Pyongyang wa* deiorlbed in 
BroafctiO, inflammatory language. 

b. The above announcement* mr», on the eurfaoe. completely Korean- 
inspired* there mao no hint that the 83sfc had openly ongineored or 
oadsrsod them, (<5|A mao fully aware, as witnoee our ourrent 
reporting and predictions, that these moves were pending and that 
the 8881 waa pulling praotioally all the etrings behind eoenee.) 

It was believed exfremefy important that both Army and 'draft' 
eon* titu tion applied to Korea ae a whole, not just forth Korea. 

f . | 

o. 88 ferns correspondent* jumped on the two announcement* and built 
rather, sensational new* item* around thorn, While we were not 
absolutely sure a* of yesterday afternoon, it looked like much 
of their supplementary Information and estimates were gained from 
dissuasions with Sedge or hie advisers • 

d. According to AP, wo pointed out, "broadcasts said the regime would 
one day etteraee all Korea, with Seoul as Its capital." We agreed 
te the first part of this, although the newsmen were premature in 
calling it a "regime* slnee the constitution had not been adopted 
at they claimed | as to the reference to Seoul, we suspected that 
thi« ms an interpolation by the newemen. 

•• Since the time of the forth Korean announcements, about the only 
reporting on developments in that sene transmitted by General 
Sedge*! establishment was a confirmation of the Army demon* Ira tion* 
in Pyongyang, as witnessed by the 88 liaison officer there. (This 
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•heuld nit to# regarded at a reporting dafioioncyi Hodge *s people 
haw leaf been ftetoeealtlig **“•# dewlepaants and tooth thei# and 
ear ottiaateo haw advareed far beyond the preeent ewnta#) 

t ¥ fhe filleting additional information ha* boon rooaiwd toy TS/f tinea 

the vpm slag Of bualnee* this morning* 

* 

a# According te FBIS, the Herth Korean radio toroadoaot the full text 
of th* *$raft of prorisionel oomctitution of the Saaoeratic Peopla 1 * 
Ropublic of Koran#* the following potato are noteworthy* 

(1) Article Id. wade* *Seoul ahall toa th® capital of the ttenooratlo 
feaftei K##.to of Korea# tawewr, pending the formation of a 
united gowwneiit, Pyongyang ahall toa the capital.* 

(S) the f rememorfe af tha draft eonctltutlon, and of She govern- 
mental atruotura provided toy it, to completely of Soviet flavor. 
It It# toa like that of a miniature Soviet reputolie. 

(>) there la no territorial limitation la the draft aoaatitutlomi 
it tfeue mould cover any part of Korea that eubtequenfely i« 
inoerpar&ted into fete "Democratic People** Republic of; Koran#* 

to* Aoaerding to a Id February tala gran from OS Political Adviear Jaoobe 
in Seen!, Sfds« did la fast haw aa informal prate aoaftren|« with 
OR mm aorraeptedentf . Hodge noted aa "vary algaifloant efante* the 
eetatollsteeat of the "People* Arm y af Kerea* and She' publication of 
« *oonrfeitu felon <sf all Korea,* ate clearly implied that ttet« mere 
mat in aeeordanoo -lth the spirit or Utter of international agree - 
meat a . Sedge alee termed •interacting* the oonctitation'c decigaa- 
SUm «f Seoul aa tha Koraan capital# Ba added, eith rofereaoc to 
tha M Pay*, that (a) ita creation *haa bean going on for many aontte,* 
(to) *na tew ample information that this dray la equipped with Soviet 
eqkg*«sl,* and (a) ^creation of thia Amy la oertalmly a viola time 
af tH Xaaeew decision." 


dap tain, WB 

thief, far Ea«t,*aoifie Branch 
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REMARKS: Hew information on North Korea indioates the 
Pyongyang draft constitution does in fact provide 
that the Korean capital will ultimately be in Seoul. 
You may want to pass this on to General Wright, 
together vdtn other data given in paragraph 2 of the 
attached memorandum. ,/v ..f~s 
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